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OUKR HECORD.

It is not pleasaut, nor is it seemly, to sound
one's own praises. Nor is such egotism more
repuguant to any nsture than it is to our own.
Yet there are times and occasions when most
of us {jnd it necessary and proper to speak of
our conduct with such fulness of candor as
may seem to the fastidious to encroach upon
good taste. The present is such su occasion
with us.

When we embarked in our newspaper enter-
prise, we had the ill luck of finding principali-
ties and powers against us. Efforts commenc-
ing then and continued up to this time, have
been industriously made to crush us'out. We
have been coudemned where we should have
been weleomed, and suspected where we should
have been trusted. In order to discredit us
with the Democratic party, and counteract any
influence that we might exert, doubts and sus-
picions have been insidiously and sedulously cir-
culated against our democracy.

We determined from the first to publish an
honest, straight-forward Democratic paper—a
paper not for the upholding of men or admin-
istrations, but for the upholding of the time-
honored, State-rights principles of democracy.
In pursning this ides, which we think the only
true theory of politleal newspapers, we have
sometimes found it necessary to condemn men,
and to differ from the present Democratic Ad-
winistration. But, uninfluenced by caprice
and unmoved by malice, we have never in any
instance madé captious objections. To our re-
cord as u Democratic journal, we challenge in-
vestigation and defy eriticism, It is unstained
by persoual rancor, unpolluted by trick or frand,
aud altogether anmarked by any, the slightest,
aberration from the creed aund principles of the
Democratic party.

If we have at times expressed our dissent
from the Administration, it was paioful to us
to do so. We have felt, and always expeet to
feel, that our first duty is due to the great
princip'es of our party, and our second duty to
the men who are appointed to carry out snd
illustrate them. We can point to onr record
in evidence of the fact that it se have blamed,
when blame was merited, we huve praised,
when praise was due. We could do nothing
more, nothing less; and would not, and will
pot, under any circumstnuces, come what may.
We shall not undertake to trace with winute-
ness the course of the Senfinel since its com-
mencement. That would require more fime
sud space thau are at our command, We
ghall only refer to & few marked incidents in
our humble career,

When we started our enterprise the war of

" the New York Shells bad just Lroken out and
threatened to disturb the peuce, if it should not
destroy, the integrity of the Democracy as a
great national organization. We deplored
such divisions in the ranks of the New York
Democrats, and would have done allin our
power to have tranquilized and reconciled the
excited adherents of the separated parties.
Baut just at the time when the “balm of Gilead”
might have been most opportunely and effica-
ciously applied—just at that time the pgreat
strong arm of the Federal power was inter.
posed between them. It was gently raised to
bless the Softs, aud was extended in anger to
smite the Hards. We said promptly and fear-
lessly that the Federal Government had no
right to interfere between the Democrats of
New York in a State quarrel. We said, more-
over, that in sustaining and maintaining the
Softs, the Administration was stimulating free-
soilism, rewarding treason, and warming into
life & serpent that would sting it. The course
we took brought down upon our devoted heads
the same band that smote the Hards, aud we
were set on by as vile a pack of hongry hounds
as ever bunted for food.

Has not our judgment in respect to the New
York Democracy beeun signally vindicated?

" That it has vo one can gainsay, That division
of the party which we condemned has lost the
confidence of both the Administration and the

_ Washington Union, aud fastened its envenomed
fangs in the generous bosom that warued it
joto life. That other division which we
sustained has planted itself firmly upou the
great principles of Democracy, and st this
moment enjoys the sympathy and esteem of
sound Democrats throughout the country.

Another messure in reference to which we
took ground was that proposed monopoly,
gigantic in ita proportions—a Government
railroad to the Pacific. From the first we de-
nounced it. R .

Aguin: we denounced and condemned as
soon as it was proposed the bigh protective
poliey recommended by the Secretary of the
Treasury, which we were the first to show was
repugnant to every sentiment of the Democ-
ey,

Next came up the Nebraska Kansas bill, and
we claim and can claim with truth that we were
it first and firmest friends. When our co-
quettish and fickle Democratie neighbor here,
manifesting that amphibious nature that dis-
tinguishes the politicians of its school, was one
day for and another against it, we planted our-
selves upon the prineiples of the bill, and up-
held them without any shadow of turning.

Next sprang up a question ns to the appoint-
ment of governors for the two newly organ-
ized Territuries—Nebraska and Kansas. The
poliey of the Administration, aud of our Demo-
cratic contemporary was to appoint & Northern
man Governor of Kansus, and & Southern man
Governor of Nebraska, This we remonsirated
ngninst. It seemed to us like sending fire to
Africa, and snow 1o the polar regions. But
our humble remonstrances proved 1o be of no
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to which we thus briefly advert, show what we
have asserted, that under all circumstances, and
on all occasions, we have walked without wan-
dering and without wavering the straight path
of Democracy. We have nothiog to repent or
to recant in our editorial career. Our gonvie- |
tions are firm, and our course bhas therefore
been consistent. We have not been for want
of faith, or for want of investigation, compelled
to temporize, and résort to the arts of diplo-
macy and the resources of duplicity. What we
are, we are, and what we have written, we have
writteu. .

This much we have deemed it fit and proper
to say, since we are aware that insidious efforts
buve been made to prejudice us in many high
and influential quarters.

THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY.
The condition of the Democratic party, in
being reduced to so small & minority in the
House of Representatives, very naturally gives
rise to the question—How comes it so?
The Democracy fighting on the Baltimore
platform af 1852, triumphed by an unexampled
majority. In that contest the oppoging hosts
were led by the great Commander-in-chief of
the Ametiean Army in Mexico, with all his
laurels still green upon hig brow. Butalthough
General Scott accepted the nomination with
the platform of the Whig party, he did not and
would not say he approved of it. The conse-
quence was, a belief gained ground that he
affiliated with freesoilism, and fhis belief de-
prived him of the support of nearly every State
in the Union, leaving him in the most pitiable
defeat that man ever received.

Had the standard-bearer of the party muiu-
tained the antagonism to frecsoilism which had
given him the most splendid of triumphs, the
party would not have been subjected to the hu
miliations it has since eniured.

But the distrust which stripped General Scott
of his supportersz, by his refusal to approve the
Whig platform, entered the Demoeratic ranks,
the moment the leader of the party placed its
standard in the hands of the Freesoilers. This
was that fatal movement which distracted and
paralyzed the Democratic party.

Had the Administration adhered. inflexibly
to the principles which gave it power, the Dem-
ocratic parly would not now have to endure
the humiliation of being a mwinority in the
House of Representatives. A

But by bribing Democrats to becowe Free-
soilers, by giving to them office in preference
to those who acknowledged no fellowship or
right to reward for any who did not fully sub-
scribe to the great principles laid down in the
Baltimore platform of 1852. That the Admin-
istration received into its especial favor free-
soilers who spit upon and repudiated the prin
ciples which placed it in power, it now ac
knowledges. The chief of these, John Van |
Buren, boasts that the Administration appoint-
ed to high offices the advocates of the Buffalo
platform, and thus sanciioned i1, they being
still of that faith. The condition of affairs has
forced its organ to repudiate Johu Van Buren,
and John Van Buren alone, notwithstanding
he has named the men who live and swear by
him, and who retain office. John Van Buren
and they have not changed; they are now what
they were when they were taken into especial
favor; and what is very certain had any pro-
per test been applied to them, the cloven foot
would have unmasked them as readily as now.

" The Democratic patriots with Roman virtue

scorned alike the threats and persuasions of
the Administration, acting under its unhappy
delasion in regard to Freesoilers. It hood-
winked itself, and because it could not then
see the cloven foot, would not believe it ex-
isted.

But soon John Van Buren reeking all over
and at all times with Freesoilism, was not ex-
communicated by the Union; until the com.
plexion of the House rendered its election as
printer out of the question. It was not until this
fact became fixed,and patent,thatthe Union dis-
covered the heresy of John Van Buren—nor,
we presume, would it ever have been discoveged
if the complexion of the House had not de
prived the Union of hope there. It has shifted
its sails now to catch the breeze from another
quarter, with which to sail without Freesoil
blasts. Its seils have been set to Freesoil
winds so long as it would propel its bark.
It now courts the wind from another quarter.

All these evils; the casting the Democracy
into & minority in the House, and" the loss of
States are clearly traceable “to the mistaken
leniency and compromise of the Administra-
tion, who at one time made the Kansas bill
an issue, and at another excommunicated its
great ally, becaose he is consistent with the
first declaration of the administration that it
should not be a test,

Compromises of principle are always wrong,
and will surely sooner or later bring their pun.
ishment with them. . .

The Sentinel was established for the ex-
press purpose of taking the honored standard
which led the Democracy to its most glorious
victory, but had been thrown aside in shame
by those who ought to have preserved it with
their lives.

i e
BEGINNING OF THE WAR IN KANSAS.

A despatch dated St. Louis, November 30,

is ns follows :

“We bave accounts from Independence to-
day, stating that the armed free States men
had attempted to drive Mr. Coleman, a pro-
slavery seitler, from his claim near Hickory
Point.

“Mr, Coleman killed one of his assailants,
when & mob gathered together and drove him
and otber settlers off, and then burned down
their houses. The ringleader in this was ar-
rested by Marshal Jones, and taken to Létomp-
ton.

“Governor Shannon bas called out the mi-
litia.

“Many eitizens from Independence, Weston,
and St. Joseph's, bave gone to offer their ser-
vices to the Governor to restore order. The
people of Lawrence are in arms, and have five
pieces of artillery.

“A number of houses have been burnt in

avail, and the poliey was pursoed. Governor
Reeder went off to Kansas in a blaze of glory,
But a few months elapsed, however, before dis-
contents and disturbances broke out there,
Proslavery people accused him of being un-
sound, and the Emigrant Aid Sociely Emissa-
ries claimed him to be what be is, their leader.
Then came other complaints—charges of cor-
ruption—and of illegal speculations. We pre-
sume that these charges were proved, for
Governor Reeder wan dismissed from office.
Our judgment was thus vindieated. These pro- -

Douglas county, and several families driven to
Missouri for refuge.

“The law and order people of the Territory
are rullying in large nombers to nssist the
Sheriff in the execotiou of the laws, Sixteen
houses were burned at Hickory Point, and sev-
eral of the citizens were missing.”

It seems 1o be the fate of the young Terri-
tory of Knnsas to be the scene of unceasing
strife and agitation. Yet, while many exciting
scenes have been enncted there, nothing has
occurred 8o serious in its nalure a8 the doings
described in the above despateh. The rebel

minent political events of the lpst year or two

lious conduet of the Abolition party and the

mob spirit manifested by them seem to have
made it necessary for the Governor to call out
the wilitia. Itis, indeed, much to be deplored,
that this new and virgin Territory should, so
soon after its settlement, be polluted by the
tread of ruffiaus aud stained with the blood of
buman vietims,

e~ The unanimous nomination by the Dem-
ocratic members of the House of Representa-
tives of Colonel Richardson, of Illinois, for the
Speakership, was a fit aud a werited tribute to
a gentleman who has sigoalised his patriotism
by heroic efforts both on the field of battle and
in the halls of legislation. No truer, no braver,
no better, and no more capable man can be

found in the country.

pei. We publish below the proceedings of
the Democratic members of the House of Rep-
resentatives, who assembled on Saturday even-
ing in the Hall, to arrange for the organization
of the House. .

Democratic Nominations.

At & meeting of Democratic members of the
Thirty-fourth Congress, held in the hall of the
House of Representatives on the evening of
the 1st of December, 1855, Hon. George W.
Joues, of Tennessee, was selected chairman,
and Hon. W. H. English, of Indiana, and
Hon, Thomas Rauflin, of North Carolina, were
selected secretaries.

The following resolution, introduced by Hon,
J. Glancy Jones, of Pennsylvania, was unani--
mously adopted :

Resoleed, That the Democratic members of
the House of Representatives, though in a
temporary minority in this body, deem this a
fit occasion to tender to their fellow-citizens of
the whole Union their heartfelt congratulations
on the triumph, in the recent elections in seve-
ral of the northern, eastern, and western, as

I well ns southern States, of the pringiples of the

Kansas-Nebraska bill and the doctrine of eivil
und religiovs liberty which have been so vio-
lently assailed by a secret politieal order known
as the Know-nothing party ; and though in a
minority, we hold it to be our highest duty to
preserve onr organization wnd continue our
efforts in the maintenauce and defence of those
prineciples and the constitutional rights of every
section and every class of citizens against
their opponents of every description, whether
the so-called Republicans, Know-nothings, or
Fusiouists ; and 1o this rnd, we look with con-
fidence to the support and approbation of all
good and true men—friends of the Couwstitu-
tion and the Union throughout the country.

The meeting then proceeded to select candi-
dutes for the various oflices conuected with the
prganization of the House, wheu the fullowing
gentlemey were nominated by acclamation,
viz:

For Speaker—Hon. W, A. Richardson, of
Illinois.

For Clerk—A. D. Banks, of Virginia.

For Sergeant-at-Arms—A. J. Glossbrenner,
of Pennsylvaunia.

For Doorkeecper—2Z. W. McKnew, of Mary-
land.

For Postinaster—Jolin M. Johnson, of Vir-

| ginia.

" For Public Printer—Cornelius Wendell, of

New York.
GEORGE W. JONES,
Chairman.
W. H. Excrisu, |

THoMAS Ruypry, | Dcoretaries
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CONGRESS,

The first session of the Thirty-fourth Con-
gress commenced yesterday, and the opening
formalities were witnessed by very many spec-
tators, who thronged the galleries and the
lobbies of the halls of the Capitol.

The proceedings of the Senate were guiet
as compared with those of the House, where
the effort to elect o presiding officer were pro-
gressing. Four trials were made with this
view, bat, finding that further attempts were
likely to prove equally fruitless, an adjourn-
ment took place at an early hour. The mem-
bers will? reassemnble to-day, and resume their
voting on that important subject,

LAUNCH OF THE MINNESOTA.

The Minnesota, one of the six steamers for
the eonstruction of which an appropristion was
made at the first session of the late Congress,
was launched at the Washington navy yard on
Saturday, between two and three o'clock, in
the presence of thoussnds of people, of all
ages, classes, and conditions.

The Union, in describing the interesting
spectacle, says:

“ At twelve o'clock precisely a small army of
workmen commenced removing the props, and
at one o'clock the stairway which counected
the imprisoned ship with terra firma was cut
loose. There were on board, including work-
men, sailors, and their officers, upwards of one
thousand persons, but of this large number
there were not more than thirty ladies, timidity
and fear having fairly triumphed over cun-
osity.

")A few hundred yards from the wharf the
United States steamer Engineer was stationed
for the accommodation of the President of the
Uunited States, the members of his Cabinet, and
invited guests. At one o'clock the President
and his party arrived. He was loudly cheered
by the assembled multitude, and was received
with the appropriate salute and escorted to the
wharf by a detachment of marines, preceded by
a fine band of music. The Secretary of the
Navy, we are inlormed, way on board of the
frigate, partaking of all the supposed dangers
and real excitement of the launch.

“ At two o'clock the whole scene made up a
living picture of surpassing interest; the huge
ship, with its precious freight, trembling on her
ways, a8 if anxious for a speedy release; the
yard, the wharves, the neighboring house-tops,
every available spot, even the distant shores of
Maryland, were liued with peogle with enger,
anxious, upturned faces; the broad bosom of
our lordly Tiver was literally covered with sail-
boats and wherries, while looming up among
them, like whales among minnows, were three
large steamers black with launch-sheers,

“ At twenty minates past two o'clock the last
impedinent wis removed, and, amid the boom-
ing of eannon and the loud exulting shouts of
the nssembled thousands, first slowly and hesi-
tutingly, and then with one graceful dash, the
Minnesota embraced the element of which she
is destined to be #o digtinguished an ornnment.
In accordance with time-honored nuqa, before’
the ship reached the water Mise Susan L. Mann,
a young lady of this cily, approached the bow,
and in due form baptized the noble veasel,
giving her the name of * Minnesota.”

“The headway of the vessel was soon
checked, and she came to anchor some five
hundred yards distant from her place of birth.
There were two bottles of wine produced in
honor of the oeension, the first glass of course
being tendered to Miss Mann. Instead of
offering a sentiment, as was expected, she cast
a timid glance towards Hon. Mr. Rice of Min-
nesota, who gallantly came to her rescue. In
u few remnrks, which were londly cheered, he
told the crowd how delighted the people of ks
Perritory were when they heard that this noble
ship was to be named the Minnesota, und their
hearts and their hopes would ge with her to
the most distant parts of the world,

“We may add, by way of conclusion that the
water used in christening the ship was brought
to this city from Minnesota river by Hon. Mr.
Rice.”

_Senailors appeared in their seats: 4
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Communicated,

THIRTY-FOURTH CONGRESS, |

g FIRST BESSION.

Senate.—Monday, December 3, 1855,
The Senate ealled o order at 12 o'elock
by lh: Pm::' pro tem., when the following

From Maine—Messrs Humlin snd Fessenden.

From Vermont—Mr. Foot-

From Massachusetis—Messrs. Sumner aud
Wilson.

FromRhode Island—Measrs. Allen und Jumes.

From Connecticut—Mr Toucey.

From New York—DMr. Fish.

From New Jersey—-Messrs. Thomson aud
Wright.

Frem Delaware—Messrs. Bayard and Clayton.

From Pennsylvania—Mr. Brodbead

From Maryland—Mr. Pratt.

From Virginia—Mr. Mason.

From North Carolina—Mr. Reid.

From South Carolina—Mr. Evaus.

From Alubama—Mr. Clay.

From Mississi ppi—Messrs. Adams and Brown.

From California—Mr. Weller,

From Ohio—Mr, Wade, -

From Indiana—Mr. Bright.

From Tennessee—Mr. Jones.

From Missouri—Mr. Geyer,

From Michigan—Messrs., Cass and Stuart

From Wisconsin—Mr. Dodge.

From lowa—Mr. Jones.

Mr. CLAY presented the credentials of Hon.
Bessasin FrrzeaTrick, elected a Senator by the
Legislature of the State of Alsbama for the term
of six years from and afier the 4th of March 1855 ;
which were read, and Mr. F. having appeared, the
oath prescribed by the Constitution was adminis-
tered to him, and he took his seat in the Senate.

Mr, FOOT presented the credentials of Hon,

Jacon Corvranes, elected a Senator by the Legis-
lature of the State of Vermont, for the term of six
years from and after the 4th of March 1855 ; which
were read, and Mr. C. appeared, was qualified
and took his seat in the Senate.
* Mr. REID presented the credentials of Hon.
Asa Biges, elected a Senator by the Legislature
of the State of North Carolina, for the term of six
years from and after the 4th of March 1855; which
were read, and Mr. B. appeared, was qualified
and took his seat in the Senate.

Mr, FISH presented the credentials of Hon.
W H. Sgwarp, elected a Senator by the Legis-
lature of the Stute of New York, for the term of
six years from and after the 4th of March, 1855;
which were read, end Mr. S. appeared, was quali-
fied and took his seat in the Senate.

Mr. TOUCEY presented the credentials of Hon,
L. 8. Fosrer, elected a Senator from the State of
Conn. for the term of six years from and afier the
4th of March, 1855; which were read, and Mr. F.
appeared, was qualfied and took his seat.

r. WELLER p ted the credentials of
Hon, Gro. E. Pucs, elected a Senator from the
Siate of Ohio; for the 1erm of six yenrs [rom and
after the 4th of March 1855; which were read, and
Mr. P. appeared, was qualified and took his seat.

Mr. CLAY presented the credentials of Hon.
A ¥rep Iverson, elected a Senator from State of
Georgia, for the term of six years from and after
the 4th of March, 1555; which were read, and
Mr. L. appeared, was n:nliﬁed, and 100k his seat.
" Mr. ‘BI?BWN resented the credentialsof Hon.
Jonx Suipeut, elected a Senator from the State
of Louisiana for the termof six years from aod
after the 4th of March, 1855; which were read,
and Mr..S. appeared, was qualified, and took his

seal.

Mr. BRIGHT presented the credentials of Hon.
James BeLy, elected a Senator from the State of
New Hampshire for the term of six years from
and after the 4th of March, 1855; which were
read, and Mr. B. appeared, was qualified, and took
his seat. -

Mr. CLAYTON stated that Hon. J. J. Crir-
TENDEN had been elected a Senator from the Siate
of Kentucky, but his certificate was not present,
and he moved that he be sworn in. No objection
being made, the oath was administered to Mr,
C., and he took his seat.

Mr, EVANS made the same request in relation
1o his colleague, Hon. A. P. BurLer, who had
been elected a Senator from the State of South
Carolina, and the oath of office was sccordingly
administered to Mr. B., who took his seat.

Mr. CRITTENDEN p d the cred 1
of Hon. Lymax TrusmbrLy, elected a Senuator
from the State of lllinois for the term of six years
from and afier the 4th of March, 18565 ; which
were read.

Mr. CASS presented n protest of a portion of
the members of the Legislature of [llinois against
the election of Mr. Trumbull. He would muke
no objection to the gentlemau's taking his seat;
and when the committees should be organized,
he would move the reference of the matter 1o the
G ittee on the Judiciary.

Mr. TRUMBULL then appeared, was quali-
fied, and took his seat.

Mr. JONES, of lown. presented the creden-
tials of Hon. Janes Hanvax, elected a Senator
frum the State of lowa for the term of six years
from and afier the 4th of March, 18554 which
were read, Mr. J. stated that at the last session
a protest from the Senate of that State had been
received and laid on the table; but as he was
anxious 1o have the services and co-operation of
a colleague, he would move that he be sworn in.

Mr. MASON nsked that the protest be again
read ; and it was read, nccordingly. He said that
he would mnke no motion in reference to the
matter; and Mr. HarvLax appeared, was qualified,
and ook his seal.

On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was -

Ordered, That the daily hour of meeting be 12
o'vlock, m., until otherwi:e ordered.

And then, on motion,

The Senate adjourned.

House of Representutives,

‘At twelve o'clock, m., Colenel Foruey, the
Clerk of the House, called the House 10 order;
and, in necordance with usage, proceeded 1o enll
the roll, when two bundred and twenty-five mem-
bers answered to their names,

The following named gentlemen were severally
nominated and voted for, viva vere, as Speaker of
the present Congress ; Messrs. Rosmins, of New
Jersey ; Dowpert, of Alabamas ; Hicxsas,of Penn-
sylvanin; and Wasnnvny, of lllinocis, acting as
tellers.

William A. Richardson, of 1llinois........ i)
Lewis D. Campbell, of Ohio.....vun.... 53
Humphrey Marshall, of Kentoeky....... 30
N. P. Banks, jr, of Massachosetts....... 21
H. M. Fuller, of Pennsylvanin. ........ . 17.
A. M. C. Pennington, of New Jersey. .... 7

Other gentlemen were voted for; but anneither
had received the necessary number (1i3) for an
election, the House again proceeded to vote, with
the following resnlt:

Mr. Richardson . ccocorvnnsnnssnsses ses M
Mr. Campbell. ...t ssvsenes OO
Mr.Banks. ..corsisssrssssrsassssnsrnns »n
Mr. Pennington. .« . A |
Mr. Marshalloooorvoeranas sl
Mr, Fuller..oaeuss e 3

Various other gentlemen, as before, were voted
for, but without a definite result.
On the third (rial: .

Mr. Richardson ... cecivisvssnscnnasrens M
Mr. Campbellescooscvsiiisniraccrannns 55
Mr. BabkBes oo ssvsssasarrsvsssssassans 23
Mr. Penninglon . cccovveenersnssnssse e B
BEr. PR o . sedssonssnanivnens vevun I
Mr. Follerccasescovarssnnssnvnsse sssdves 18

Dher members were voted for, each receiving
buta comparctively few voles.
On the fourth trial :

Mr. Richardson .ooverwmssessivacevsans T2
Mr. Campbells s . cooaiasacrsssncsacssis 57
Mr. BankBssovsvicorsssssisvsassssqssnne 22
Mr. Penninglon...covseveisacisansns sk
Mr. Marshall......... TS Rbed 6 Wi 00 d . 30
Mr. Foller.oocscscioainns (TR TSRS T, | |

Sixteen scattering. One hundred and twelve
votes were necessary to n choice. There was, ns
no 1 , no election,

On motion of Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, it was

Reaolved, That the daily hour of meeting wnnl
otherwise ordered, be twelve o'clook, m.

The House adjourned.

Lola Montes Againm In Trouble.

The Chronicle learns from & passenger on |
the What Cheer, from Awstralia, fhat Lola
Montes had a storm from this 1o
Sidney. The lay-dog of was at fault in |
in some matter of eti when the mate

ve him a kick; Lola this rudeness,

rew her dagger, and attempted to stab the
officer. Her design was frustrated, and she
took such a disgust, that she refosed to live in
the cabin,and took up her quarters in the
steernge. At her first a on the stage
in Sidney there were only three or four ladies

ent, but when she was called out at the

Ning of the curtain, she made a speech, and |
rendered particalar thanks to the ladies for
their patronage.— San isco News,

Tecumseu, K. T., Nov. 20, 1855.
To the Editors of the Washinglon Sentinel :

Our late election for Delegate to Congress,
which resulted in the re-clection of the Hon.
John W. Whitfield, has been & theme of much
vewspaper comment, us well a8 adding much
to the gencral interest manifested.throughout
the country as regards Kunsas affairs. It is
due to this worthy representative and true pa-
triot, and to his constituents, as well as the
great Democratic party, with which he has so
long acted, that the political ecircumstances
under which he was elected should be properly
explained, so that his position as a partisan
may be plainly understood and properly appre:
ciated, :

In Kausas, among the masses, political
questious of a national character attract but
little attention and excite but little intgrest.
Questions of local policy, in whith their more
immediate interest is involved, have engrossed
their attention, of which the most important
is that of exercising the constitutional right of
ownership and use of negro property. This
sacred right has beeu denied to our citizens
by the disciples of Abelitionism, who have
sought, through the instrumentality of the
“aid societies” of Massachusetts and other
Northern States, to take possession of this
beautiful Territory and appropriate it to their
entive use and benefit, and hold it not only by
their political, but by their physical strength,
to the entire exclusion of the slaveholder with
his constitutional property. This assertion
may seem somewhat incompatible with some
recent demonstrations of liberality which have
been made by the Abolitionists aud their con-
federated allies in publishing a platform: of
principles which has been generally circulated
through the Abolition papers for the purpose
of deceiving the people of the country in re:
gard to the true principles of those men who
are endeavoring to make Kansas a free State ;
yet it is nevertheless true that many of those
who figured conspicuously in the deliberations-|
of the convention that adopted the platform of

rinciples above referred to, were the boldest
in denying the right to hold slave property
here; and endeavored, in the incipiency of the
settlement of the Territory, to marshall their
forces to exclude the owners of this property
from settling upon the virgin soil of Kansas;
but in this they were not successful. Such
gross attempts at the violation of constitutional
right aroused the feelings and excited the de-
termination of every son of the South and
every conservative man from the North here
into action, to devise means of protection,
The question of protecting the coustitutional
property brought into the Territory by emi-
grants from the slaveholding States, absorbed
all others, and made subservient to its infla-
ence & union in sentiment and feeling of all
the constitutional and conservative men of the
two great parties which have heretofore wielded
the destinies of this great Republic. This
union of parties was the result of necessity—
it was the union of the friends of the Consti-
tution and the principles of popular sovereignty,
the fundemental doctrive of Republican gov-
ernment, of which the controlling spirit of the
Kansas-Nebraska bill is the true moddel. The
party thus formed bears the name of the Pro-
slavery party, u name derived from an institu-
tion which it seels to protect; yet, whilst it
seeks to protect this important justitution of
the South, it seeks also to guard and protect,
with equal vigilance, the constitutional rights of
every cilizen of the Territory, whether he came
from the North or from the South.

It has been the instrument by which law
and order have been established, and by which
the rights of the sovereign squatter have been
protected.

There was an effort made after the perma-
nent organization of this party, to get up an
o%miuﬁon of a party under the name of the
“ National Democracy ;" this was an effort to
grasp at the shadow without the substance, to
adopt the name without the principle. Those
who gave birth to this effort were better known
by their sbolition proclivities than their devo-
tion to the creed and principles of the Demo-
eratic party; in short, it was a subterfu -
sorted to by the abolition and freesoil dema-
gogues, behind which to screen their abolition
sentiments, and through which they hoped to
effect a disorganization of the Pro-slavery
party. With such men, the Democracy wonld
not rally. By thus refusing, they fully sus-
tained a.principle upon which the Democracy
of the country have always acted, and that is,
oot to affiliate or have any political connection
with Freesoilers nor Abolitionists, but, on the
contrary, to exclude from their ranks all such
baase vermin,

In Kansas, in the unsettled connection of a
mixed population, among whom excitement is
the predominant spirit, and that, too, upon
that all absorbing question—whether the Abo-
litionists shall rule or not? it’ would be im-
possible to effect an organization of the Demo-
cratic party—that is, a party bearing that name.
It would bave au eflect to disorganize the
party which has been formed by a union of all
conservative men; and those constitulional
rights which thus far have been protected,
would again be paralyzed should the Demo-
eratic party be in the minority.

Thus it is shown that there can, from neces-
sity, be but two parties here at this time—the
pro-slavery or constitutional party, and the
abolition party—the former seeking to estab-
lish government aud order, and thereby pro-
tect the constitutional rights of the citizens,
and the latter bavivg the higher law extreme
for its creed, rebellion to the Constitution its
motto, and rule or ruin our glorious Union ita
only aim. But, 1o a patriot, it is a i
to know that this latter party in Kansas is ina
hopeless minority, and ere long will be erushed
under the weight of its own vile and worthless
power.

The proslavery, or what might with great
propriety be called the constitutional party, on
the 30th of August last, at the Shawnee Manual
Labor School, in convention assem in
which every settlement in the Territory was
represented, the object of which was to nomi-
nate o candidate for Delegate to Con
Afier permanently organizing, the result of its
deliberations was the unammouns nomination
of the Hon. John W. Whitfield. His politieal
faith was well known to this convention. He
was known to be a sound constitutional Demo-
erat of the Siate-rights’ school ; he was also
known to favor the protection of the consti-
tutional rights of the slavebolder in and out
of Kansas. Nor was this all; in conferring up-
on him this vowination, the of Kansas
munifested their high appreciation of his inde-
fatigable labors as their representative in the
last Congrers, and also their ;lfnrty endorse-
ment of his political course whilst occupyin
that high lugoren nsible position. enerﬁw
Whitfield nccepted this nomination, and, in
doing this, be said he was not called on to
compromise any article of his politieal creed
a8 u constitutional Democrat this he would
not do, nor was he called on to give a different
shape to the coorse of policy which he here-
tofore advotated as being in his jedgment
most conducive to the interest of the citizens
of Kansas. As regards local policy, he pre-
ferred the institutions of the South, coming ns
he did from the sunny elime of a Southern
State, the love of his birth and his home, until
he left to east his lot among the sovereign
pioneers of Kansas, and from the ample op-
portunity which s iong residence in the South

afforded was deeply impressed with the whole-

mn tical benefits resulting from the
mpym slavery as it Euimd in
the Southern States to both the white and the
race, snd would therefore prefer seei
that institution tly'incorporated wi
the loeal institutions of Kansas, believing that
the climate was ial to the physical con-
stitution of the whilst from the fertility
of the soil, und the products common thereto,
the master would be amply remunerated. He
canvassed the Territory, and addressed the
people iu every aettlemient; he spoke to them
of &e Constitution aud the rights guarantied
to that sui:red i:}s!.rumqlml.; he epoke ofh}h;
réal prine o ular sovereignty whic
5.. th!:?ife p::; apinl??of the Kansas Nebraska
bill, and advised the people to stand square
up in nnpgort of it, as it guarantied to them
sucred rights. He denounced the Abolitionists
and Frecsoilers as firebrands thrown smong
the peace and _hapmnm of society, aud con-
spiraters against the free rineip‘u of our
publican Government. He spoke of the
reat truths contsined in the creed of the
mocratic party, and endorsed the course of
the pmnt%emomﬁc Administration, par-
ticularly as regarded Kansas affuirs. Under
these cireumstances, and with this politicul
creed, on the first day of October last, in ac-
cordance with the laws of the Territory, the
Hon. John W, Whitfield was re-elected, and
thus he stands as the representative of the
sovereign squatters of Kansas,
CONSTITUTION.,
L
From the El Nicuraguense, extra.
Colonel Wheeler’s Address to the Presis
dent of Nicaraungusa, and His Reply.

We alluded in our regular issue of Saturday
to the fact of the official reception of the Hon,
J. H, Wheeler by his Excellency Don Patricio
Rivas, President of the' Republic.

At twelve v'clock, m., on Saturday, the 10th
instant, the Prefect of Granada and the Gov-
ernor, by the direction of the President, await-
ed on the Minister, at the house of the United
Btates Legation, where all the American Tesi-
dents of Grenads hud assembled; when they
repaired to the couicil chamber of the govern-
ment house, where the officers of the com-
mander-in-chief, the clergy, -and many others
were assembled. Colonel Wheeler then de-
livered the following address:

. Mz. Presment: I congratulate’ you upon
ur accession to the Presidency of the Repub-
ic of Ni un. _ =

I had the hounor of presenting in May last,
to the government of this city, a letter from the
President of the United States accrediting me
minister resident near this repnblic.

The diplomatic usages of tEa United States,
from the earliest period, bave always acknow-
ledged that every nation possesses the right to
govern itself according to its own will; and to
transact its business through whatsoever agent
it may think proper to employ.

In conformity to ancient and honorable pre-
“cedents, I request that you will regard the let-
ter of the President of the United States, now
on file in the archives of vour State Depart-
ment, as addressed to you, as President of the
Republic of Nicaragua; and that you rely with
confidence on his sincerity in the expressions
of friendsbip entertained by him, and the peo-
ple of the Tuited States, for this republie, and
the desive uf the President and our Govern-
ment to cultivate the harmony and good corres-
pondence which now so happily subsist be.
yween us, .

From the period of her indeperslence from
Spain, in 1821, to the date of the treaty by
virtue of which you, Mr. President hold your
office, Ni ua has been the scene of revolu-
tion and w ,of intestine convulsion and
blood. If there were, at some short intervals,
a temporary cessation of hostilities, it was onl
to enable the political storm to gather fresﬂ
fury by repose.

(vhail the treaty of the 23d ult., between the
chiefs of the respective armies, as was the
sacred dove bearing the olive braneh of peace;
proving that the bitter waters of desolation and
destruction had subsided. And I trust that
the ark which has been so long tossed upon the
troubled ocean of political strife may now rest
secure inthe enjoyment of peace and pros-
perity.

With o soil as fertile as any on earth, abun-
dant in mineral wealth, the “El Dorado” of
the hopes of Columbus, s salubrions climate,
a geographical position se impoftant that it is
the “Emsan Gate” between the Atlantic and

| Pacific oceans, which opens the commerce of

the world, vour republic—*"the ventre of
Central America "—ouly requires peace, in
dustry, and enterprise to take its appropriate
position smong the nations of the emﬁ.

The example of the “great republic of the
Norfh,” like the Pole Star to the seatossed
mariner, plainly points to yon the true way of
national greatness. .

The interesta are the same—their principles
should be, also.

Our true policy is to declare and maintain
that the people of American republics can

overn themselves; that no foreign power shall
ﬁo allowed to control in the slightest manner
our views or interfere in the lenst degree with

‘our interests. Our dignity, our rights- and

security as republies, demand this, and the idea
of any interference or colonization by any
foreign power, on this side of the ocean, is ut-
terly inadmissible. ¢

e assuged, Mr. President, that nothing shall
be wanting on my part to advance the interests
of both republics, and, as the representative of
the United States to dischaige my important
and delicate duties in n manner ble to
you and satisfactory to my own government,

To which the President made the following

reply:

Mg. Minister: With particular pleasure 1
have listened to the expression of those gener-
ous sentiments with which your excellency
congratulates my nccession to the presidency,
and for which { return to you my sincere
thanks ; and, so far as in my power, in the po-
sition in which I find ayself placed nothing
will be more grateful to me than to maintain
cordial relations with your excellency, who so
worthily represents the government of the
illustrious Amerigcan nation,

If these relations have at all times been con.
siderad by Nicaragua as of great importance,
for her improvement and well-being, how
much, without donbt, more important are the
now, when an extensive and disastrous cin’l
war is jost termimated by the menns of frater-
nal understanding in favor of the republic;
nm whose young and powarful elements of
liberty and order hopes are founded that this
country will march with a firm step to the same
elevation of advancement which its free inati-
tutions and natural advantages present,

Several years since, by a solemn declafa-
tion of the legislative power, those principles
which flow from the liberty and independence
of the American continent were adopted; they
strengthen the chains which unite uvs to the
great republic of the North, which was the first
to im such principles, and which has
been constant in maintaining them.

Ni as other sections of Spanish
Améerion, following the example which had
been set by the magnanimous nation of the
North, declared her independence and estab
lished liberal institutions ; and since then both
nations have considersd themselves identified
by such pesceful interests, and every day their
mutual welfare becomes more immediately
connected,

Firm in these convictions, I flatter mysell
that your excellency, when treating on the ap-
propriate subjects of your important mission,
will find me niways a.nimlud-:j the same sen-
timents which you have already expressed in
favor of the two countries,

The whole ceremony was impressive and
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important, aud all present appeared much grati-
fied. After the minister had returned vo his
house, escorted by the Minister of Foreign
Affuirs, Gen. Maximo Jeres, Col. P. H. Freuch,
Minister of Hacienda, and others, a national
salute was fired.

The Underground Railroad.

Not the lesst important of all the grest
railroad enterprises which are rapidl ,‘ but
almost imperceptibly, effecting great changes
in the eonjmon of the country and in the social
and political relations of the States toward ench
other, is that mysterious organizhiion called
the “Underground Railroad.”  As its manugers
publish an anoual or quarterly statement of
its t:‘pemtipna, and its stock not being recog-
nized by the bulls and bears of Wall-street, 1t
is ot half 8o much tulked about as many other
roads which are not, in truth, of hall 56 much
imp

ko is the president of the underground
railroad, who ils secretary, aud who compose
its board of man, , what is the value of the
stock, or the setual extent of its operations, we
do not know, and huve no means of learuing.
We ounly know that it confines itsell solely 1o
the passenger business, that, whatever may be
thought ot its characler, it was never doin

better than ut present, as we are sssured, sntu!
thut its operations must be much more sensibly
felt and appreciated in the slave States which
border on free territory than they can be here.

The silent operations of the “undergrourd

" must, in time, tell with powerful effect
in Maryland, Virginia, Deluware, and Ken-
tucky, and render the “peculiar Institution” in
those States so unprofitable that it will bardly
be worth preserving, for, since this subter-
ranean arrangement for the conveyance of that
pecaliar kind of pronerty, which has the power
of walking off with itself, was established,
'stampedes have become more frequent than
ever, and the border counties of the slave
States are fast losing their laboring populatiou.
_ We happened, by the merest acckr:ntuhorl
time ago, to drop in u;})lon the depot of the
Subterranean Roud, not having any suspicion
of the uses 10 which it was put; and seeing a
“low of likely young negmes"' gitting there,
who looked as though they had but recently
come from a plantation, we inguired who and
what they were, and found that they had just
arrived by the Underground Road, and were
only stopping a few hours for refreshment.
They were a line, heartylooking set of men,
very black, and seemingly well pleased with
their prospects. We questioned them as to
the manner in which they found their way, and
how they came to know there was such an in-
stitution as that which had enabled them to
escape from bondsg&; but they were not
disposed to be communicative. Some of them
were from Virginia, some from Maryland, and
one from North Carolina, One of the men, a
?el‘?‘_ intelligent-looking mulatto, said that he
hud just beer sold for $1,300, and not liking
his new master, he thought he would try to
tuke care of himsell. Oune of the women was
nn? sad at the thought of the little child she
had left behind, and planved s scheme for
going back to “fotch him.”

We were informed that ihe weekly arrivals
by the Underground Road, at this season of
the year, average eight fo ten persons, now
and then one of their number being . women
with an infant. A shurt time since there
arrived one day 8 Virginia matron with six
black jewels nnd one at the breast, and it
generally happens that when the hnshand
comes first the wife soon follows after him.
The most active season fur the operation of the
Underground Rosd, as we undersiand, 1s
during the holidays, when the plantatiou slaves
are indolged with more freedom than at other
times. Christmas week is the season, too, for
hiring slgves for the year, and a change of
masters 6ffers favorable opportunities for es-

cape,
E’;Lhe railroads afford facilities for the escape

[ of slaves, they also, afford increased facilities

for their pursuit and recovery; so it would be
unwise in our Southern brethren to raise an
objections to these iron bands which are bind-
ing our States more closely together, on the
score of the ﬁ':d they render to their absconding
property. o greater part of the passengers
.‘bjy the Underground Road make g‘i‘umlg to

anada, and, while 1u fransitu, stop eo short a
time in any one place, that their owners have
but slender chances of their recovery.— New
York Times. ?

A Rich Legney—Fifty Millions of Pounds
. Sterling.

Morris & Gardoer, who keep a variety store,
have recently received intelligence that they
are heirs in the direct line, to a large amount
of money and property in England. The whole
amount jg about fifty millions of pound sterling,
and it is believed there are not more than two
handred descendants to claim a share, giving
each person more than half a million of dellars.
An eminent lawyer in New York has been en-
gaged for some time past, in investing the
claim, and it is understood that the matter is
now near its conclusion. The Standard snys:

The original owner of this immense property,
was Lord Gardiner, an English nobleman, to
whom reference is made in “Becks Medical
Jurisprudence,” as contestant in a law suit in
which millions were pending, and the case was
finally carried to Parliament, and decided in
favor of “T'he Lord Gardiner.” The case is

Case.” g

The original Lord Gardiner had three sons,
who emigrated to this country saon sfter the
first settlement of New York. The celebrated
“Gardiner's Island,” near New York, was én-
tailed pro rrtdy. und belonged 16 the descen-
dants of Lord Gardiner, and one of the three
sons married and settled on the Island as the
heir. Another son died soon after his arrival
in this country, and the third son married and
had s numerous family. One of the descen-
dants was killed by the bursting of a cannon on
the Princeton, daring an excursion on the
Potomae. He was a member of President
Tyler's cabinet, and ex-President Tylor afier-
wards married into the Gardiner family, but
what branch of the family is not understood.

One of the sons of the third son mentioned
above, married, and had two sous and one
danghter. The daugbter died after her mar-
riage without leaving any children. The oldest
of the two sons of William named after his
father, married, and had eight children, five
sons and three daughters, all of whom lived to
be married and children, The oldest of
these sons was the father of Foseph G. Gardiner
and Harry C. Gardiner, (both decensed ;) W.R.
Gardiner, residing in the western part of this
State; Mrs. Fanny Larabee, residing near the
Orphan Asylum in this city ; Mrs. Polly Morfis,
(widow of D. D, Morris,) residing on Fayette
street, Syracuse; Mrs. Clarissa Sherwood, of
Oneida.

The proprietors of the Variety Store, who
are well known to all our citizens, are the sons
of Joseph G. Gardiner, and Polly Morris.
Both are orphans, their fathers having died in
this city, and their mothers still reside here,
and own some real estate.

m9. Col. J. C. Fremont has taken a house
in New York for the accommodation of him-
self and family during the winter, that he may
enjoy greater fucilities in preparing and pub-
lishing the results of his Pacific railway uFln-
rations, which will be ready for the press before
the adjournment of Congress.

ORK, or Plenty to Do and Mours to
Do It, by M. M. Brewster, 15t and 2d series

70 cenin,
GRAY & BALLANTYNE.

The Syracuse Standard says that two enter. -
prising young merchants of that city, Messrs. -

known to lawyers as “The Gardiner Peerage _




